
2026 NATIONAL DOCENT SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION FAQS 

Q. How do I register? 

A. Registration for the National Docent Symposium 2026 is a two-step process.   

1. Step One - Registering for the Symposium and all optional excursions that have 
an additional charge. Refer to the Symposium Guide for descriptions of the 
excursions. 

a. On the registration webpage, click on the Symposium tab and the daily tabs 
listing optional excursions for each day. (Note there are no optional 
excursions on Saturday). With the exception of the optional Sunday 
evening Dinner at The Henry Ford Museum, all excursions are reserved 
for registered symposium attendees only; no guests please. Also note 
that some venues may only be accessible by stairs. A new window will pop 
up as you make your selections. You will need to toggle between this page 
and the registration webpage as you select each activity; this is best done on 
a computer rather than a phone.  

 



b. Once you have selected the Symposium and optional excursions, proceed to 
the most recent window summarizing your order and click on the “+” button 
to indicate “1” for each selection. (Unless buying additional guest ticket(s) 
for the optional Sunday evening Dinner at The Henry Ford Museum, in 
which case you should indicate the total number you wish to purchase). 
Scroll to the bottom of the screen and click the blue “Place Order” button. 
(You may bypass the “Donate” section unless you wish to make a separate 
donation to the DIA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



c. On the “NDS 2026” screen, complete the information requested, then click 
the blue “Submit and Continue” button. 

 

  



d. On the “Your Order” screen, complete your Billing Information and review 
the page to confirm your selections are listed correctly. If incorrect, click the 
“Edit Order” button at the top of the screen to make corrections, or “Cancel 
Order” button at the bottom to start over. If correct, click the “I’m not a 
robot” reCAPTCHA verification at the bottom, then click the blue “Continue 
to Payment” button.   

 

  



 

e. On the “Payment” screen, enter your credit card information, then click the 
blue “Complete Order” button. After this is complete, you will receive two 
emails – an Order Summary from “Detroit Institute of Arts” confirming your 
registration and payment, and within a few days an email from “NDS2026 
Registration” providing you with links to complete the second step. 

 

  



 

2. Step Two - Registering for Breakout Sessions, which have no additional charge. It 
is important to register for the breakout sessions in advance so you can attend the 
ones that interest you. Note, some breakouts may fill up due to room capacity, so 
please have backup selections ready. 

a. Click on the links in the registration listing attached to your confirmation 
email from “NDS2026 Registration” to select your breakout sessions for 
each of the five available timeslots (Saturday 8:45am, 10:00am, 11:15am / 
Sunday, 8:15am / Monday, 9:15am). A new window will pop up as you make 
your selections. You will need to toggle between the registration listing and 
the registration webpage as you select each breakout; this is best done on a 
computer rather than a phone. 

 

  



 

b. Once you have selected your five breakouts, proceed to the most recent 
window reflecting your selections and click the “+” button to indicate “1” for 
each selection. Once you have indicated “1” for each selection, scroll to the 
bottom of the screen and click the blue “Place Order” button. (You may 
bypass the “Donate” section unless you wish to make a separate donation to 
the Detroit Institute of Arts). 

 

  



 

c. On the “Your Order” screen, click the blue “Continue to Review” button to 
review your order. Verify your selections are reflected correctly. If incorrect, 
click the “Edit Order”button at the top of the screen to make corrections, or 
“Cancel Order” button at the bottom to start over. If correct, click the ”I’m 
not a robot” reCAPTCHAverification at the bottom, then click the blue 
“Complete Order” button.  

 

 



 

d. You will receive another Order Summary from “Detroit Institute of Arts” 
confirming the breakout sessions selected, after which your registration is 
complete.  

Upon arrival at the Symposium, stop by the Registration/Hospitality desk  to receive your 
schedule, nametag, and welcome packet. Please email registration2026nds@gmail.com if 
you have any questions about the registration process, and be sure to include a phone 
number where you can be reached.   

 

  

mailto:registration2026nds@gmail.com


Q.  What is included in the Registration Fee?  

A.  The registration fee includes:  

● An opening cocktail party 
● Breakfast/brunch on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday 
● Lunch on Saturday and Sunday 
● Attendance at 5 breakout sessions 
● An afternoon at the Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA) 
● An afternoon exploring museums and cultural sites in Detroit’s Town Square 

centered around the DIA 
● Dinner at the DIA.   
 
Additional activities, including pre-symposium excursions and dinner at the Henry Ford 
Museum, require the payment of an additional charge. 

Q. How do I make my hotel reservation?  

A. You can use the link at https://dia.org/docentsymposium2026 to make a room 
reservation at the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center at the special conference 
rate.  

 

Q. Can I get a full or partial refund after I have completed the registration process?  

A. The Symposium, excursions and other additional activities that carried a charge are non-
refundable.  

 

Q. Can I change my excursion and breakout sessions choices after I have registered? 

A. Not online. However, we will review requests on a case-by-case basis; the ability to 
accommodate changes will depend on whether there are openings left in the excursions 
and breakout sessions you would like to attend instead of the ones registered for. Send 
requests to registration2026nds@gmail.com. 

 

Q. Can I bring a guest to any activities? 

A. With the exception of Dinner at The Henry Ford Museum on Sunday evening, all pre-
symposium excursions and activities are reserved for registered symposium attendees 
only; no guests, please. 
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Q. When does early bird pricing end? 

A. May 31, 2026. 

 

Q. When does registration close? 

A. September 14, 2026, or sooner, if sold out.  

 

For registration questions email: registration2026nds@gmail.com  
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