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The Calaveras of José Guadalupe Posada 

José Guadalupe Posada (1851–1913) was a Mexican illustrator known for his satirical and politically acute 
calaveras. Derived from the Spanish word for “skulls,” these calaveras were illustrations featuring skeletons 
that would, after Posada’s death, become closely associated with the Mexican holiday Día de los Muertos (Day 
of the Dead). Most of these calaveras were published by the press of Antonio Vanegas Arroyo which produced 
inexpensive literature for the lower classes, including thousands of satirical broadsides that Posada illustrated. 
Through this focus on mortality Vanegas Arroyo and Posada satirized many poignant issues of the day, in 
particular the details of bourgeois life and the dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz.  

On January 20th 1913, three years after the start of the Mexican Revolution, José Guadalupe Posada died at 
his home in obscurity. He was penniless and buried in an unmarked grave. It was only years later in the 1920s 
that his work became recognized on a national and international level after it was championed by the French 
ex-patriot artist Jean Charlot who described Posada as “printmaker to the Mexican people”.   

 

 

  
Above you were given a little about José Guadalupe Posada and his art.  You need to now do your own 
research on the man and his art; reporting back your findings in a Circle Thinking Map.   

On the front you will fill it like this: 

 Inner circle is the topic “José Guadalupe Posada” 
 Outer circle are adjectives or short phrases that describe him and his art 
 Square AKA Frame of Reference is where you document that which had influenced him, formed 

who he was, important facts about him, etc.   
o Keep in mind that all of this is to be written in your own words and complete sentences. 
o This section is also where you can include information that includes people in his life. 

On the back side of the Circle Thinking Map include: 

 Your name, date, hour 
 3-5 sources you used to complete the Circle Thinking Map 

  

 

Here is a sample of what you need to draw for your 
Circle Thinking Map.  The back is left blank for 
information as listed.  This assignment is to be 
turned in by the end of class today for full credit. 
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You will work with a partner on this collection of illustrations by José Guadalupe Posada.  As you look at these 
illustrations discuss with your partner and then please answer the following questions together.  When your 
time is up you will do a Pair-Share with the class.  You are expected to take notes on the sharing from the 
other partners in class; especially noting observations that differ from yours. 

The Visual Thinking questions are: 

1. What’s going on in this picture? 
2. What do you see that makes you say that? 
3. What more can you and your partner find? 
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The majority of the digital copies featured are in the public domain or under an open license all over the world, however, some works 
may not be so in all jurisdictions. On each Collections post we’ve done our best to indicate which rights we think apply, so please do 
check and look into more detail where necessary, before reusing. All articles published under a Creative Commons Attribution-
ShareAlike 3.0 license. Strong Freedom in the Zone.  
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The Public Domain Review is registered in the UK as a Community Interest Company (#11386184), a category of company which 
exists primarily to benefit a community or with a view to pursuing a social purpose, with all profits having to be used for this purpose. 
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